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FRIDAY, MARCH 16,2012 - - 10:00 A.M.

A. ROLL CALL —JENKINS, JONES, AND TATE (QUORUM)
B. CHAIR REMARKS

C. APPROVAL OF MINUTES - TATE MOVED APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF
NOVEMBER 18, 2011; ALL WERE IN FAVOR; MOTION CARRIED 3-0.




City Council Rules Committee 2
Friday, March 16, 2012

D.

i.

UNFINISHED BUSINESS

Status of Council Member Saunteel Jenkins - Establishment of a Personnel
Committee that reviews performance of division heads. (AWAITING REPORT
FROM LAW DEPARTMENT)BROUGHT BACK AS DIRECTED ON
06-24-11) — MOTION TO MOVE TO FORMAL/SET A PUBLIC HEARING (Motion made
by TATE; Committee Member JENKINS was in favor; Commitiee Member Jones was
not in favor; Motion carried 2-1)

Status of Detroit City Council President Charles Pugh’s request for rules allowing
City Council 1o receive comments through video conferencing software, i.e.
skype. (BROUGHT BACK AS DIRECTED 06-24-11) — MOTION TO_BRING
BACK NEXT MEETING (Motion made by TATE; Committee Members _]ENKINS and
JONES were in favor; Motion carried 3-0)

NEW BUSINESS

City Council Research and Analysis Division submitting report regarding voting
for multiple candidates. — MOTION TO MOVE TO FORMAL (Motion made by TATE;
Committee Members JENKINS and JONES were in favor; Motion carried 3-0)

New Rule Recommendation: A rule specifying what content can be posted on the
City Council website by the Media Services Division. — MOTION TO HAVE RAD
DRAFT LANGUAGE (Motion made by TATE; Committee Members JENKINS and JONES
were in favor; Motion carried 3-0)

New Rule Recommendation: A rule requiring that no item can stay in Committee
longer than thirty (30) days from the date it first appears on the agenda. — MOTION
TO_HAVE RAD DRAFT LANGUAGE (Motion made by TATE; Committee Members
JENKINS and JONES were in favor; Motion carried 3-0)

New Rule Recommendation: An amendment to the current rule regarding
Mutltiple Candidate voting to require that the candidate with the least amount of
votes automatically be withdrawn from consideration. — MOTION TO MQVE TO
FORMAL (Motion made by TATE; Committee Members JENKINS and JONES were in
Javor; Motion carried 3-0)

New Rule Recommendation: Amendments to the Council’s current Rules and
Forfeiture Hearing Rules to comply with 2012 Charter. —- MOTION TO HAVE RAD
DRAFT LANGUAGE (Motion made by TATE; Committee Members JENKINS and JONES
were in favor; Motion carried 3-0)

New Rule Recommendation: A rule requiring that all Council Members vote on
the items presented. “None of the Above” is not an option unless specifically
listed on the ballot. — MOTION TO MOVE TO FORMAL (Motion made by TATE;
Committee Members JENKINS and JONES were in favor; Motion carried 3-0)




City Council Rules Committee 2
Friday, March 16, 2012

WALK-ON

Council Member Spivey’s request to add language to the Rules of Order for the Detroit
City Council — Decorum & Civility (Section 16) — MOTION TO MOVE TO FORMAL/BRING
BACK NEXT MEETING TO DISCUSS ACTIONS TO BE TAKEN IF RULES ARE BROKEN (Motion
made by TATE; Committee Members JENKINS and JONES were in favor; Motion carried 3-0)

F. PUBLIC COMMENT — NONE



1l -6n
Citp of Petroit | ==

COUNCILMAN ANDRE L. SEIVEY

N[EMO

To: Saunteel Jenkms Chalrman
' * Rules Cormmttee

From: | Councﬂman AndreL Splvefﬁ

Date:  March16,2012

. ...-' P

RE: Ru_l_es of Order fer‘t:he_Detroi_t_City Council — Decomm & Civiuty (Seeﬁon 16)

Sectlon 16 4 of the Rules of Order for the Deixmt City Council states, “Counc:l Me bers <ol
. will avoid public verbal, non-verbal or physical reactions while other members &e .s*pec%an‘ﬁ’
regardless af whether the public reaction is in suppart of or in opposman foa calleague 'S

pamt af vtew : ’

I am requestmg that the Rules Commlttee consider addmg Ianguage or an addltlonal section
that addresses the decorum of City Council staff (mcludmg City Council Divisions and
~Agencies)." It may be appropriate to simply add that it is the duty of individual members to
: properly mform thelr staff of proper decorum professxonal conduet and!or ethuette S

In the case of D1v151on & Agency staff the duty to mform could extend to the D1v1s1011 and
- Agency Dlrectors or, if 1 more appropnate to. the Ofﬁce of the Pres1dent

Ce: _' Lomse Jones, C1ty COUIlCll Commﬂtee Clerk, Clty Clerk’s Off.ice
' Colleagues _

M(\(Ed\@_ ~alo _(e, @3/\ U/ Z (ML;
Coleman A. Young Municipal Center » 2 Woodward Ave,, Suite 1340 ¢ Detroit, Michigan 48226 -

(313) 224-4B41 Fax (313)224-0369 .
CouncilmanSplvey@detroltml.gov

" cADnruments ang 5en_ings\M::unicom.DETRCIlﬂDeshep\neLmerhend Memo Template.doe
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DAVID 0. WHITAKER MC_"- ELIZABETH IRBY
Oirector DIVISION OF RESEARCH & ANALYIS Deputy Director
(313) 224-4948

Coleman A. Young Munlclpal Center - {313) 224-4048
2 Woodward Avenue, Suite 216 :
Detroit, Michigan 48226
{313) 224-4948
FAX: (313) 224-0388

To: Honorable Detroit City Counctl_ FE <
From:  David D. Whitaker, Directo : ~

: > Research and Analy513 Division (RAD) Staff o
Re: . ISSUES RELAT]N G TO VOTING FOR MULTIPLE CANDIDATES

'OR OPTIONS BY WAY OF THE PAPER BALLOTING PROCE’SS

‘Date: - February 20, 2012

The Research and Ana1y51s Division (RAD) was asked to opine on the validity of a vote
when a Council member is present for the vote, submits a ballot to the Clty Clerk, but
does not select an optlon or candidate /isted on the ballot as prmted ‘

| State Iaw (MCL 15.342a) and the Clty Charter (sectlon 4 108) reqmre Counell members,
present at the Table, to vote on any and all matters in which they do not have a peoumary
mterest Thls isa basro legal duty and responsrb]llty by vlrtue of electlon to oﬂice L

The ma]onty of Clty Councﬂ votes are by voice vote Wlth the Counoll Member
- announcing “aye’ (yes) or “nay” (no) If a member remains silent when asked for the
" _ayes and nays, it is recorded as an affirmative vote. If there is any doubt about the
results, a show of hands or a roll-call vote may be taken. - R

Tn votes that involve multiple candidates for limited opemngs on boards or commissions, -
Council has adopted a voting procedure as reflected in Council Riile 4.6.2.1, that has
now been used successfully several times. In situations where there are multiple
~candidates for one or a limited number of openings that are less than the number of
interested candidates, a problem can arise if a Council Member refrains from voting for
any of the choices either by handing in a blank ballot, writing in a name not approved by
the Body, or.wiiting “none of the above”. The issue then becomes, did the Council
Member vote? As previously mentioned, State law, the City Charter, and the Council

Rules (Council Rule 10.10) require that all Council members present fnust vote unless -

'they have a 1eg1tlrnate reason, i.e., a pecumary mterest, to abstam

! Pecuniary or financial interest in a matter before City Council includes an interest held by an immediate

family member of the Council Member. Also see, RAD report dated April 21, 2010, whleh provides some
additional discussion on this matter. _
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In order to avoid any confusion in the future, Council may wish to create a procedural
rule to avoid circumstances that may result in a vote being deemed improper or avoidable

- confusion over the results of a vote. To develop this dlscussmn further requlres analysis

of the word “vote”. The American Heritage chtlonary defines “vote” as “a formal
expresszon of preference for a candidate for office or fOI a proposed resolunon of an

" issue”, or alternatively, “to expi ess a choice or an opinion,”

If, as a matter of pohcy, this Honorable Body decides that every Councﬂ Member, in the

- exercise of his/her basic duty under the City Charter in the. context of multiple choice

issues, must formally select his/her preference only from amongst choices agreed upon
by the Body, then the first definition cited above is appropriate. This would not allow for
any write-in options on the ballot. Any Member wishing to express displeasure with the
final choices presented could choose the least obj ecuonable OptLOIl and then explain their
eh01ce in a statement. :

If, howeVer the Councﬂ w1§hes to ajlow' indiwduel members additional' freedom to
express- their choice or opinion through their vote by permlttmg the selection of a choice
outside of the limited options agreed upon by the Body, then the latter definition would

. be appropriate. -This would allow a Council Member o reJect proffered options agreed -

upon by the Body and write his/her preference on the ballot.* The handling of multiple
option votes in this manner would aﬂ'ord Members the opportumty to consclentlously

‘ob_]ect to the avaﬂable chou:es

For purposes of clanty, if the latter option were chosen, RAD would strongly recommend
that the Council voting ballots for such multiple choice issues be modified to expressly-
include ‘none of the above” or a write-in option as an available choice, in addition to the
others. Also for purposes of efficiency and finality, if the latter optlon were chosen, RAD
would further recommend that the voting rule be amended to require that in the svent no
required majority (or other prevaﬂmg vote total) is achieved on the first and/or second
ballot, because ‘none of the above’ is chosen by one or more Council Members that on a

second or third ballot, all but the first and second'. choices must be eliminated to

ultimately produce a majority winner (excludmg the p0351b111ty of a tie vote which is
gOVemed by another rule) _

: IfYour Honorable Body has any other questlons OT CONCerns regardmg this subJect RAD
- will be happy to respond farther.

' The American Hentage chtlonary of the Enghsh Language, 3"CI ed. 1996, p- 2004

3 Although this option is available to Concil, it has certain inherent drawbacks, to wit; a).it would perrmt
cousrderatlon/selectlon of outside options, thereby ignoring the will of the Bedy as expressed in its_initial
decision to pare down optlons/ choices in order to form an exclusive predetermmed list, agreed upon by a
majority of the Body, going into the vote; and b) as each Member would possess the freedom to escape the
confinement that the listed options present, it could, on occasion, present significant difficulties in reaching
a consensus from the Body, partlcularly when the matter at issue is comroversml and all options available
are equa]Iy distasteful.



City of Detroit
CITY COUNCIL

CHARLES PUGH
COUNCIL PRESIDENT

M EM O R A ND UM

TO: Honorable Saunteel Jenkins
Chair, Rules Committee

FROM: Charles Pugh | b
Council President

DATE: March 13, 2012

RE: Amendment of Council Rules

I am recommending that there be an amendment to the Council Rules, Section 4.6
“Procedure to Fill Vacancies” to incorporate language that reflects the following concept:

When voting on multiple candidates, only the two candidates that receive the most votes
will remain eligible for consideration, if there is no majority achieved after the first
iteration of the vote. The candidates that do not achieve the highest amount of votes are
eliminated from consideration for the subsequent round of voting,

Please consider this amendment to;the Council Rules during the March 16, 2012 Rules
Committee meeting. Thank you.

CC: Honorable Colleagues
Council Divisions )
""" City Clerk’s Office

S-19-8 W@W

Coleman A. Young Munlclpal Center 2 Woodward Ave., Suite 1340 Detrolt, Michigan 48226
(313) 224-4510 Fax {313) 224-0230
CouncilPresidentPugh @ detroitmi.gov
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